During the 400 years the island was under the Spanish regime, apparently no efforts were made to improve the cattle for any specific purposes. The males were used principally for draft animals (PI. I, Fig. 1 ), and the females were kept for breeding. Dairying was only incidental, the milk being a by-product. Notwithstanding the general lack of care and neglect of selection of breeding animals, ihe native cattle are of splendid physique and strong frame, features which are due to the luxuriant and nutritious pastures and the equable climate.
In milking qualities, however, they fall far below their worth for beef production and as work animals.
(PI. I, Fig. 2 .)
The flow of milk is small and the fat content is often variable. Improvement is being brought about by the introduction of new blood, care in selection, and rational methods in the feeding, care, and treatment of the animals. October, 1920 
